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ATTACHMENT D

Monitoring Footwear Production, Employment and Imports

Pursuant to the President's instruction to the Special Trade Repre-
sentative to monitor U.S. footwear trade, an interagency task force was
convened in May, 1976, to establish the mechanism for assembling and
reporting data on a periodic schedule and to determine the information
which should be included in the reports. The task force held three
meetings in early May during which there was extensive discussion of the
data on U.S, footwear production, employment and imports which were
already being regularly collected by various agencies of the government,
the adequacy and shortcomings of the data (particularly data on current
production and employment) as reliable indicators in a monitoring system,
and the feasibility of collecting additional information not currently
reported. The consensus of the task force was (a) that the statistical
reports which would be compiled should be kept relatively simple and at
aggregate, not detailed, levels in order to highlight changes in produc-
tion, employment and the overall import penetration ratio, and (h):that
it was not practical to conduct special industry surveys to obtain in-
formation not currently collected by the government because of the large
number of producers in the industry, the additional burden which this
would impose on firms already making a number of periodic statistical
reports to government agencies, the length of time required to get a
system of surveys in operation, and the resources which would be required.

The task force concluded that surveillance of important developments
and trends in trade in footwear would be adequately accomplished by com-
piling for the Special Trade Representative periodic statistical tables
basically comparing the quantities of production and imports and giving
data on employment. Monthly tables would be prepared at a total aggregate
level for all footwear. These would be supplemented quarterly with
additional detail on type of footwear and supplying countries for imports.
The tables were to be prepared by U.S. International Trade Commission
staff using data regularly compiled and published by the Bureau of the
Census and the Department of Labor. The data required for the report were
to be supplied to the USITC on an expedited basis earlier than they nor-
mally become available through regular publication. Information, such
as prices and costs, would not be included because it could be obtained
only by special surveys. Developments in production, employment and im-
ports would be readily apparent from the statistical tables, rendering
unnecessary any textual statement. The tables are described below.

Statistical Tables for Monitoring Footwear Trade 1/

Monthly

Table 1 compares current (1976) monthly production, imports, appar-
ent consumption, ratio of imports to consumption, employment (all em-
ployees and production workers), and the unemployment rate with the

l/ txamples of the most recent tables are attached.



corresponding month in the previous year (1975) and also shows January-
to-date information for the current year and the previous year. The
table is prepared each month as soon as data become available,

Quarterly

Two tables, prepared quarterly, give January-to-date (March, June,
September, December) comparisons between current year and previous year
performance.

Table 3 provides January-to-date data, by type of footwear, on
current U.S. production, imports, consumption, and the ratio of imports
to consumption, compared with the corresponding period for the previous
year.

Table 5 provides data on imports, by principal supplying countries,
for the current year compared with the previous year.

Annually

Historical tables covering the period 1968 to the present, presenting
annual data corresponding to the monthly and quarterly data in tables 1,
3, and 5 are to be compiled at the close of each year.

Table 2 presents annual data on U.S. footwear production, imports,
exports, apparent consumption, ratio of imports to consumption, employ-
ment (all employees and production workers), and the unemployment rate.

Table 4 presents annual data, by type of footwear, on U.S, production,
imports, consumption, and the ratio of imports to consumption.

Table 6 presents annual data, by principal supplying countries, on
U.S. imports.

The first set of 6 tables were circulated in early June showing
annual data for 1968-75, data for the first quarter of 1975 and 1976, and
monthly data for January-March, 1975 and 1976. Since then the monthly
table has been updated 5 times, carrying the data through August. The
quarterly tables 3 and 5 comparing the first half of 1975 and 1976 have
just become available. The monthly report is available 6 to 7 weeks
after the close of the reporting month. Quarterly reports should be
available within 8 weeks after the close of each quarter.








































































































